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Word Problems - 1 

 

Name : _______________________ Date: _________________________ 

Score: _________ Time: ____________-____________ 

 

 

 

  Billy had 3 five-dollar bills and 2 one-dollar bills. 

  Jerome had 2 ten-dollar bills and 1 five-dollar bill. 

 

  How much money did Billy have? (3 x $5) + (2 x $1) = $15 + $2 = $17 

 

  How much money did Jerome have? (2 x $10) + (1 x $5) = $20 + $5 = $25 

 

  How much money did Billy and Gerry have altogether? $17 + $25 = $42 

  

 

  Lars owned a bicycle shop. He had 51 wheels. 

  He needs to make 12 bicycles. 

  How many tricycles can he make from the remaining number of wheels?  

  Remain wheels = 51 wheels – (2 wheels x 12 bicycles) = 27 wheels 

  He can make = (27 wheels    3  wheels) x 1 tricycles = 9 tricycles  

 

 

  Mrs. Saunders bought 4 notebooks (red, blue, green and yellow) to be 

  shared equally between her daughters, Diane and Marcy. 

 

  How many notebooks did Diane and Marcy each receive?  

  Diane and Marcy each got = 4 ribbons  2 = 2 ribbons 

 

  List all the possible color combinations of ribbons Diane and Marcy could receive. 

   

 Diane Marcy 

 red, blue green, yellow 

 red, green blue, yellow 

 red, yellow blue, green 

 blue, green red, yellow 

 blue, yellow red, green 

 green, yellow red, blue 
 

 

  The length of Ron’s backyard is 28 meters. 

  He wants to plant a tree every 2 meters. 

  How many trees does he need to plant? (28 meters  2 meters) x 1 tree + 1 tree = 15 trees 

  



www.inew.com  Copyright 1996 - 2007 

Grade 3-Answer Key (Version 3.2)           Page 3 of 11 

Word Problems - 2 

 

Name : _______________________ Date: _________________________ 

Score: _________ Time: ____________-____________ 

 

 

  A week before Christmas, the Whites stared saving money 

  for the Community Christmas Dinner. Carol saved a nickel each day for seven days.  

  Tom saved a dime each day. Nick was able to save a dollar each day. 

  

  How many cents did Carol save that week? 7 x 5¢ = 35¢ 

 

  How many cents did Tom save that week? 7 x 10¢ = 70¢ 

 

  How many dollars did Nick save that week? 7 x $1 = $7 

 

  How much money did they save altogether? 35¢+ 70¢+ $1 = $2.05 

  

 

  Mr. and Mrs. Swanson have 3 daughters. Kim is the youngest. 

  Pat is 8 years old. Pat is 5 years younger than Janet. 

  The sum of Janet, Kim and Pat ages is 28 years. 

 

  How old is Janet? 8 years old + 5 years old = 13 years old 

 

  How old is Kim? 28 years old -13 years old = 15 years old 

 

 

 

  Priyanka has 3 figurines arranged on the shelf. 

 

  How many different combinations can she make placing them in different orders?  

  3 figurines: A, B and C.  

  Combinations that can be made: ABC, ACB, BAC, BCA, CAB, CBA 

  There are 6 different combinations for placing the three figurines. 

 

 

 

  Bruno splits wood. He can split 7 blocks in 3 minutes. 

 

  How long will it take him to split 56 blocks?  

  (56 blocks  7 blocks) x 3 minutes = 24 minutes 
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Word Problems - 3 

 

Name : _______________________ Date: _________________________ 

Score: _________ Time: ____________-____________ 

 

 

 

  Mom bought a pound of grapes at a dollar a pound. 

  She also bought 2 pounds of apples at 50 cents a pound. 

  She gave the cashier a five-dollar bill. 

 

  How much did the fruit cost?   $1 + (2 x 50¢) = $1 + $1 = $2 

 

  How much did she receive back in change?   $5 - $2 = $3 

 

 

  Four children went to collect seashells on the beach. 

  Michael found one third the number of shells Angelica found. 

  Angelica collected one fourth of the shells Tanya collected. 

  Tanya’s collection was twice that of Rudy’s. 

  Rudy has 6 seashells in his plastic bag. 

 

  What many seashells did they find altogether?  

   M =  
1
/4  J            J = 

1
/3 T            T = 2 R            R = 6 seashells 

   Tanya collected       = 2 x 6 seashell    = 12 seashells 

   Angelica collected  = ¼  x 12 seashell = 3 seashells.  

   Michael collected    = 
1
/3 x 3 seashell   = 1 seashell. 

   Altogether they found = 6 seashell + 12 seashells + 3 seashells + 1 seashell = 22 seashells 

  

 

  Donny, Ella, Frank, Grace and Howard live on Seabright Avenue. 

  Donny’s house is west of Ella’s and Howard’s. 

  Frank lives east of Grace and west of Howard. 

  Howard lives west of Ella. 

 

  Draw the five houses on Seabright Avenue noting West and East. 

  Identify each house by labeling person house with the owner’s name. 

 

 

 

  W                                                                                                                 E 

 
                      Donny            Grace             Frank             Howard             Ella 
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  During a P.E. examination, each student at the SuperKid School has to choose  

  3 of 5 sports activities: bowling, juggling, kickball, gymnastic and dodge ball. 

 

  How many different combinations of activities can the student choose?  

  5 sport activities: S1, S2, S3, S4, S5.  

  Combinations of 3 out of 5 sport activities: 

               bowling, juggling, kickball                  juggling, kickball, gymnastic         

               bowling, juggling, gymnastic               juggling, kickball, dodge ball 

               bowling, juggling, dodge ball 

               bowling, kickball, gymnastic               kickball,  gymnastic, dodge ball 

               bowling, kickball, dodge ball               

               bowling, gymnastic, dodge ball 

  There are 9 combinations of activities that each student can choose. 
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Word Problems - 4 

 

Name : _______________________ Date: _________________________ 

Score: _________ Time: ____________-____________ 

 
 

 

 

  Mr. Gavrishkevich has 3 rows of apple trees. There are 6 trees in each row. 

  Each tree produces 14 pounds of apples. 

 

  How many pounds of apples will Mr. Gavrishkevich have?  

  Mr. Gavrishkevich will have = 3 x 6 x 14 pounds = 252 pounds of apples 

 

  If he sells his apples at 75 cents a pound to the local store, 

  how much money will he receive?  

  He will receive =  252  x  75¢ = $189 

  

 

  Terry's team, the Cheetahs, scored 79 points. They won by 26 points against the Caterpillars. 

  The Caterpillars team scored 15 points less than the Bears. 

  What was the Bears' score?  

  The Bear’s score = 79 points -  26 points + 15 points = 68 points 

  

 

  Last year, Rick’s age was a multiple of 4. This year, Rick’s age is a multiple of 5. 

  Rick has a younger brother Matt, who is 20 years old now. 

  Rick also has an older brother who is now 37 years old. 

  How old is Rick?  

  Last year, Rick’s age is a multiple of 4, > 19 years and < 36 years. 

  The possibilities are:   20, 24, 28, 32. 

  This year, Rick’s age is a multiple of 5, > 20 years and < 37 years. 

  The possibilities are:   25, 30, 35. 

  Rick is 25 years old this year. 

  

 

  A bus driver begins his daily route. 

  He picks up one passenger at the first stop, 2 passengers at 

  the second stop and 3 passengers at the third stop. 

  If it goes in the same pattern, after how many stops will the bus contain 45 passengers?  

 

 Stop 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 New passengers 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 Total passengers 1 3 6 10 15 21 28 36 45 

  The bus will contain 45 passengers after 9 stops. 
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Word Problems - 5 

 

Name : _______________________ Date: _________________________ 

Score: _________ Time: ____________-____________ 

 
 

 

 

 

  Cecilia was born on June 28th, 1985. 

  How old was she on August 20
th
, 2000?  

  15 years old 

 

  Her mom told her that she can start learning to drive 5 days after her 16th birthday. 

  When would that be?  

  July 3
rd

 2001 

 

  

 

  The principal bought 3 dozen mini muffins for a staff meeting. 

  At the end of the meeting, there are 4 muffins left. 

  If all 7 teachers and the principal ate the same number of muffins, 

  How many muffins did each person eat?  

  (3 x 12 muffins – 4 muffins)  8  = 32 muffins  8 = 4 muffins  

 

 

  

  2 girls and 3 boys signed up for the role of King and Queen in the school play.  

  They are all equally good actors and actresses. 

  How many different pairs of King and Queen can they make?  

  2 girls (G1, G2) 3 boys (B1, B2, B3)  

  Different pairs of King and Queen:   G1-B1, G1-B2, G1-B3, G2-B1, G2-B2, G2-B3. 

  They can make 6 different pairs of King and Queen. 

 

 

  Mr. Vega has a rectangular shaped of land. 

  He planted 8 cherry trees on one side of his property and 10 cherry trees on the adjoining side. 

  There is a cherry tree at each corner of his land. 

  The distance between each tree is 2 yards. 

  What is the area of Mr. Henry’s property?  

  Since there is a cherry tree at each corner of his land, then: 

       Side 1 = 7 x 2 yards = 14 yards. 

       Side 2 = 9 x 2 yards = 18 yards. 

  Area = 14 yd x 18 yd = 252 yd 
2
. 
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Word Problems - 6 

 

Name : _______________________ Date: _________________________ 

Score: _________ Time: ____________-____________ 

 
 

 

 

 

  Randy had 10 baseball cards that he bought for 8 cents each. 

  He sold the ten cards making a 4 cents profit on each card. 

 

  How much profit did he get for selling the cards?  

  His profit is  = 10 x ( 8¢+ 4¢) – (10 x 8¢)  =  120¢ –  80¢ = 40¢ 

 

 

  Amy can bake 11 cakes per day.  Tina can bake 9 cakes per day. 

  How many cakes can they make in 7 days? 

  In 7 days, they can  make (7 x 11 cakes) + (7 x 9 cakes) =  77 cakes + 63 cakes = 140 cakes 

 

  When Tina completes making 27 cakes,  

  How many cakes will Amy have made?  

  Tina made 27 cakes in = 27  9 day = 3 days 

  In 3 days,  Amy can made = 3 x 11 cakes = 33 cakes 

 

 

  In the game of Three Coin Toss, you pitch 3 coins on to multi-colored square boards. 

  You receive 25 points when a coin lands on a red square,  

  15 points when it lands on a blue square,  

  10 point when it lands on a yellow square and  

  5 points when it lands on a green square. 

  List all combinations of squares that would earn you 55 points. 

  2 combinations: 

       2 coins on red squares and 1 coin on a green square ((2 x 25 pt) + 5 pt) 

       1 coin on a red square and 2 coins on blue square (25 pt + (2 x 15 pt)) 

 

 

  There are 4 finalists in a chess tournament championship. 

  The rules state that each finalist must challenge each contestant in deciding the championship. 

  How many games will be played in the chess tournament?  

  6 games 

  (Games between 4 finalists: A, B, C, D: AB, AC, AD, BC, BD, CD) 
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Word Problems - 7 

 

Name : _______________________ Date: _________________________ 

Score: _________ Time: ____________-____________ 

 
 

 

 

  There are 12 girls and 8 boys in Mrs. Doherty’s class. 

  What is the ratio of boys to girls as a fraction? 12 

                                                                              8 

 

  If we include Mrs. Doherty, what is the ratio of females to males 

  in Mrs. Doherty’s class as a fraction? 13 

                                                                8 

  

 

  Mr. Buckleworth purchased 2 t-shirts for each of his two daughters from the "Nice&Fit" store. 

  The cost for one t-shirt is $9.50. 

  When he entered the store, he had four twenty-dollar bills in his wallet. 

  How much money did he have left in his pocket after he paid for the t-shirts?  

  After he paid for the t-shirts, he had = (4 x $ 20) – (2 x $ 9.50) = $ 61 

  

 

 

  Susan, Louis and Daisy played 2 games of checkers each. 

  Susan won 1 game and lost 1 game.  

  Daisy lost to Louis in the first game but won the second game. 

  Louis beat Susan in the second game. 

  Who won the most games playing checkers?  

 

  Game 1 Game 2  1 = win 

 Susan 1 0  0 = lost 

 Louis 1 1   

 Daisy 0 1  Louis won the game. 

 
 

  
 

 

  Raquel wants to go to Sunnyland which is 75 miles away. 

  She will be traveling 25 miles per hour. 

  How many hours must she travel to reach Sunnyland?  

  She will travel for = 75 miles  25 miles/hour = 3 hours 

 

  If she arrived in Sunnyland at 1:15 p.m., what time did he leave home?  

  He left home at = 1.15 p.m. – 3 hours = 10.15 a.m. 
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Word Problems - 8 

 

Name : _______________________ Date: _________________________ 

Score: _________ Time: ____________-____________ 

 
 

 

 

  Shanti brought 2 boxes of cookies to a slumber party with 7 of her friends. 

  Each box contained 12 cookies 

  Assuming that each of them ate the same amount of cookies, 

  how many cookies did Shanti eat?  

  Shanti ate = (2 x 12 cookies)  8 = 24 cookies  8 = 3 cookies  

  

 

  Grandpa is 6 years older than grandma. 

  Grandma is twelve times older than Bruce. 

  Bruce’s age is half the age of Charles’ age. 

  Last year Charles was 11 years old. 

 

  How old is grandpa? 78 years old 

  How old is grandma? 72 years old  

  How old is Billy? 6 years old 

 

  This year, Charles is 12 years. 

  Billy is ½ x 12 years = 6 years. 

  Grandma = 12 x 6 years = 72 years. 

  Grandpa = 72 years + 6 years = 78 years. 

  

 

  Mitch has a board that is 25 inches wide and 25 inches long. 

  He wants to cut the board into 5 x 5 inches pieces. 

  If it takes him 1 minute to make one cut, how many minutes  

  will he need to cut the board into 5 x 5 inches pieces?  

   To cut the (25 in x 25 in) board into 5 boards of  (5 in x 25 in), he needs to cut 4 times 

  To cut each of the (5 in x 25 in) board into 5 boards of (5 in x 5 in), he needs to cut 4 times. 

  Mitch needs to make 4 cuts + (5 x 4 cuts) = 24 cuts. 

  The time he needs is 24 x 1 minute = *24 minutes. 

  

 

  Jimmy, Ian, Mark and Nick met at a college's welcome party. 

  They came from New York, Dallas, Los Angeles, and Chicago. 

  Jimmy is from Dallas. Nick is not from Los Angeles. Ian is from Chicago. 

  Where is Mark from?  

  Mark is from Los Angeles 
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Word Problems - 9 

 

Name : _______________________ Date: _________________________ 

Score: _________ Time: ____________-____________ 

 
 

 

  There is an Art Festival at school. 

      210 students submit their drawings. 

      78 students did their drawing using pastels. 

      43 students did their drawing using water colors. 

      57 students did theirs with coloring pencils. 

      The rest used other methods 

 

  How many students used pastels, water colors or coloring pencils for their drawing?  

  78 students + 43 students + 57 students = 178 students 

 

  How many students used other methods? 

  210 students – 178 students = 32 students 

 

  How many more students used pastels than water colors as their method of drawing?  

  78 students – 43 students = 35 students 

  

 

  Auntie Hilda is going to plant 81 flowers in her back yard. 

  She wants to put them in three rows. 

  How many flowers will be in each row?  

  81 flowers  3 = 27 flowers  

  

 

  A sign at Merryland shows that it is 369 miles to Happyville and 

  683 miles to Joytown. In the same direction. 

  How far are Happyville to Joytown?  

  683 miles – 369 miles = 314 miles 

  

 

  Eight kindergarteners are sitting in a circle playing a game. 

  A box with 20 sticks is rotated amongst the children.  Child 1 goes first. 

  Child 1 picks one stick up and gives the remaining 19 sticks in the box to Child 2. 

  Child 2 picks another stick up and gives the remaining 18 sticks to Child 3. 

  This continues until all the sticks are gone.  

  Who picks up the last stick? The 4
th

 kindergartener. 

 

 Stick 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

 Child 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 1 2 3 4 

  

 


